Section I.

Section II Sportsmanship Policy

In order to promote the fundamentals of good sportsmanship, the member schools of Section 2 of the New York State Public High School Athletic Association have adopted the following policy:

A. Each School shall educate its athletes, coaches, parents and student body as to the accepted standards of good sportsmanship as defined herein.  See Section II of this regulation.

B. Each school shall prominently display the Code of Behavior for Spectators outlined in Section III.

C. Each school shall send a designated chaperone with teams playing at neutral or away site for sectional, regional, or state competition, in the sports of football, boys and girl’s basketball, and boys and girls soccer.  This person, who shall be responsible for crowd control, shall report to the site chairperson upon arrival.

In other sports, the coach and staff must assume some of the responsibility for control of his or her spectators.

D. Each school shall provide adequate chaperone coverage at home contests.

E. For boys and girls’ soccer, field hockey, and lacrosse, it is mandated that the players’ benches be placed on the opposite side of the field as the spectators, if site conditions permit.  (Exception – stadium with fixed bleachers and a protective barrier.)

F. Players and coaches who are disqualified from a contest for unsportsmanlike behavior are prohibited from playing or coaching in the next regularly scheduled contest.  See Sections IV and V.

G. Players or coaches who strike or otherwise physically assault an official will be subject to suspension for a greater period of time.  See Section VI.

H. Official’s organizations shall be made aware of this policy and their assistance solicited in its enforcement.

I. This policy has been revised and updated in accordance with the newly adopted NYSPHSAA Sportsmanship Standard.

Section II

Section 2 Sportsmanship Policy For Coaches

All coaches and staff must be made aware of the following sportsmanship policy.  It should be included in any 

athletic department handbook or coach’s handbook.

1. Greet and be courteous to opponent’s coaches and players.

2. Know the rules of your sports and teach them to your team.  Respect officials and their decisions.  Demand that your athletes abide by an official’s decision without emotional display.

3. Display concern for the physical well being of your opponent’s players as well as your own.

4. Win with humility; lose with grace; do both with dignity.

5. Encourage your team to interact with the opponent.  A pre-game or post-game handshake for every Section 2 contest is strongly recommended.

6. Offer your assistance, and that of your staff and players, to the opponent and officials.

7. Do not accept unruly behavior from your players, staff, or spectators.  Set standards of conduct.

8. Maintain self-control at all times.  Players and spectators tend to follow the coach’s example.

Section III

Section 2 Sportsmanship Policy For Athletes

Players at each level of competition shall be made aware of these sportsmanship guidelines.  This policy should be incorporated in all student handbooks and codes of conduct for athletes.

1. Learn and understand the rules of your sport.  Play hard, play to win, but play fairly within these rules.

2. Do not allow your temper to distract you from the fundamentals of good sportsmanship.  Maintain self-control.

3. Respect your opponent.  Never taunt.  Congratulate him or her at game’s end.  Acknowledge good play.

4. Respect the integrity and judgment of officials.  Never question the decision of an official.

5. Be an example for your school, teammates, and opponents.

Definitions

The following terms included in this regulation are defined and/or clarified:

1. Unsportsmanship behavior is an act of misconduct by a player or coach which violates the principles of

Good sportsmanship.  Fighting, responding physically to an altercation, use of profanity, throwing of a helmet, bat, and excessive taunting of an opponent are examples of this kind of behavior.  It is imperative that officials be vigilant and consistent in disqualifying players and coaches for these abuses.


It is also implicit that athletes or coaches who exhibit such behavior but are not disqualified by an official or


in a sport where no official is employed, such as golf or tennis, would receive the same penalty as an 


athlete or coach who was indeed ejected from a contest.


Unsportsmanship behavior does not include disqualification for a technicality such as, but not limited to, 


running out of lane in a track meet, unless such action was a deliberate attempt to impede an opponent.  


Ejection for failure to slide at home plate in a baseball game must be evaluated very carefully.  This could 


indeed be an expression of unsportsmanship behavior or simply an act of misjudgment or ignorance on 


the part of a player.

2. Next regularly scheduled contest: This is the same as the next contest which originally was in the 

schedule.  NO attempt should be made to insert a non-league contest into a sports schedule after a key player has been disqualified so that that player would not participate in a meaningless game.  This totally violates the intent of this rule and is not permitted.  The ejected player or coach must not participate in the next previously scheduled contest.

Section IV.

Player Ejection Policy

Any player on a varsity, junior varsity, freshman, or modified team in Section II shall be suspended for the next previously scheduled contest if he/she is ejected from a contest for unsportsmanlike conduct including taunting by an official.  The next contest is defined as the next contest in which the disqualified athlete is eligible to play, in that sport season.  Disqualification from one sports season will carry over to the next season of participation ( as per state regulation).  A player who is disqualified from the final regular season game would sit out the first sectional contest, if applicable.  A player who might be injured (for example, during a fight for which he was ejected) would be ineligible for the first contest for which he/she is medically cleared.  Sectional, regional, or state tournament games are not exempt from this rule.

The school’s athletic director, coach, and/or principal in accordance with the school’s discipline code shall appropriately discipline a senior athlete disqualified from his/her last contest of participation within two weeks of the incident.  The athletic director shall report in writing to the chairperson of the Section II Sportsmanship Committee as to what disciplinary procedures were followed.

Any member of a squad who strikes, shoves, kicks, or makes other physical contact with the intent to annoy, harass or intimidate an official shall be expelled from the contest immediately and banned from further participation in all sports for a period of time to be determined by the Section not to exceed one year form the date of the offense.

Note:  Member of the squad includes player, manager, scorekeeper, timer, or statistician.

If player is disqualified from a game, the coach of the player must fill out a disqualification form after the contest.  Comments from each coach and the official should be solicited.  Completed form should be given to athletic director of offending school.

Copies of these forms must be submitted to the Section II Sportsmanship Chairperson as soon as possible.  The chairperson shall compile and distribute a summary of disqualification by sport and level seasonally and shall submit a copy to the NYSPHSAA office.

Enforcement of this rule is incumbent on the athletic directors and school administrators.  If a disqualified player plays illegally in a contest, that would constitute the use of an ineligible player, and would be subject to the state regulations regarding same.  Schools who repeatedly violate this policy are subject to further sanctions by the sportsmanship committee.

Section V.

Coach Ejection Policy

Any coach or assistant coach of a Section II team at any level shall be suspended from coaching the next scheduled contest if he/she is ejected from a contest for unsportsmanlike behavior including taunting by an official.  The contest is defined in the section on player ejection.

A coach who strikes, shoves, kicks, or makes other physical contact with the intent to annoy, harass, or intimidate another person (e.g. official, another coach, player, fan) shall be expelled immediately and banned from further participation or coaching in all sports for a period to be determined by the Section not to exceed 1 year.

Responsibility for Enforcement

The athletic director of the offending school is responsible for enforcement of this regulation.  If a coach is disqualified from a game, the athletic director shall file a report with the Section II Sportsmanship Committee.

Enforcement of this rule is incumbent on the athletic directors and school administrators.  If a disqualified person coaches illegally in a contest, that contest is subject to forfeiture pending decision of the Sportsmanship Committee.

SPECIAL NOTE:  A DISQUALIFIED COACH MAY NOT BE PRESENT IN THE LOCKER ROOM, ON THE SIDELINES, IN THE STANDS OR SITE AREA BEFORE, DURING OR AFTER THE CONTEST.

Section VI                                          Physical Confrontation with Official

In no case shall a player or coach strike, bump, or otherwise physically intimidate an official, including before, during, and after a contest.  A written report of any such incident must be sent, by the official or the official’s representative, within forty-eight (48) hours, to the chairman of the Section 2 Sportsmanship Committee.  The official shall also send a copy of this report to the director of athletics of the offending school.

The offending school shall file a written report with the Section 2 Sportsmanship Committee within forty-eight (48) hours of receipt of the official’s notification.

The Sportsmanship Committee shall conduct a hearing as soon as possible with all parties, or representatives present.  Decisions of the Sportsmanship Committee shall be final.

Each case will be reviewed separately and the following penalties may be assessed:

1. Multiple game suspension.

2. Season suspension.

3. Suspension from playing or coaching any sport for one calendar year.

The official would retain the right to initiate legal action against the offending player or coach.

Section VII                                                              Appeal Procedure

If, upon consultation with the coach, the athletic director feels that the athlete or coach was ejected unfairly or that there were extenuating circumstances, then the principal of the offending school may initiate the appeal procedure.  The disqualification report shall be sent to the Chairperson of the Sportsmanship Committee within forty-eight (48) hours of the incident involving the player or coach ejection from a contest.  Telephone contact may initiate the appeal followed by the written report.  Comments from the officials, the opposing coach, etc. shall be included on the disqualification report.  Only appeals from the principal of the involved school will be heard.

A decision by the Sportsmanship Committee will be made within forty-eight (48) hours of the appeal if at all possible.  The offending player or coach may continue to play or coach during the appeal process.  Decision of the Sportsmanship Committee is final, subject to the rules of the N. Y. S. P. H. S. A. A.

The intent of the rule is to penalize acts of unsportsmanship.  We, as educators, should not be looking for ways to circumvent the ideals of this rule.  Therefore, appeals of disqualifications for unsportsmanship behavior will not be considered unless there are extreme extenuating circumstances.  “The other kid punched, our kid first” shall NOT be considered as a basis for appeal.

For further information on the Section 2 Sportsmanship Policy, 

refer to the Section 2 Constitution – Rules & Regulations #10
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