Athletic Council Meeting

Wednesday, April 14, 2010

Glen Sanders Mansion

10:00 a.m.

Attendance:
 Adirondack -
Jack Sherwin, Cathy Stanilka, Rich McCabe


         
Big Ten - 
Mary Ann Fritz, Pat Moran, Rich Scully                                                                              



CHVL - 

Derrick Conte,  Art Schmlich, Bryon Lewis


Colonial - 
Joe Sapienza, Dale Wotherspoon, Tom Kostrzebski



Foothills - 
Michael DeMagistris, Burgess Ovitt, Nick Fitzgerald


Patroon - 
Mark Bubniak, Paul Thompson, Scott Steltz



Suburban - 
Dave Foust, John DeMeo, Larry Gillooley



Wasaren - 
Beth Sciurba, Mike Macura, Deb Lauver



Western - 
Charlie Karker, Todd Jones, Shelley Murphy

Minutes
I. Additions to Agenda – None

II. President’s Report 




- E. Troy

A. President Troy thanked all the winter sport coordinators and their respective committees and congratulated the following:
1. Girls Basketball – Averill Park – State and Federation Champion

2. Boys Basketball – CBA – State Champion

3. Wrestling - Giuseppi Lanzi (Amsterdam) – Division I, 152 lb. State Champion

B. Boys Soccer (Seeding for Class A Proposal)

1. Jim Gillis presented the proposal.  (attached)
a. It is the same used last year.
b. This would be a one-year proposal.

c. Questions:  None

d. League Representatives to take to the leagues for discussion.

e. Voting Item – June 2, 2010

2. Informational:  2012 – goalkeepers will need to have #’s on their jersey.  Would like to see us seek a waiver.
C. Boys Golf Coordinator - 
1.  Bryan Wood has accepted an administrative position.  
2. Jack Bestle has been appointed to complete Bryan’s term.
D. President Troy thanked all the leagues for the hospitality extended as she attends their league meetings.
III. Executive Director’s Report



- D. Kenyon

A. Officials Agreement Update– 

1. Doug, Dale Wotherspoon and Wayne Bertrand have been meeting with the representatives for the officials regarding the Memorandum of Agreement to finalize the contract.  They have had 4 meetings so far and hopefully will finalize at the 5th meeting on Monday, April 26th. 

2. Believe the retroactive portion has been cleared up.  Would like this complete by April 30th.  Each business office operates differently.  Doug advised that he appreciates the cooperation everyone has shown.
3. Questions:  None

B. Elimination of Splitting of Classes for All Sports - 
1. Informational:  Ten years ago when NYSPHSAA went from 4 to 5 classes, it was done with the hope of dividing the classes more equally.  The need for splitting classes may no longer be necessary.  In essence, the fifth class has taken the place of the need for splitting a class.
2. Girls volleyball, girls soccer have used 17 as a number to split a class.  Boys’ basketball has used 24 as a number to split a class.  

3. League representatives will take back to their respective leagues for discussion.  

4. Discussion Item for June 2 meeting.
C. Girls Soccer Suggestion – 
1. The girls’ soccer committee has suggested a minimum field size of 60 yds x 100 yds to host a sectional contest.  

2. Questions:  None

3. League representatives will take back to their respective leagues for discussion.

4. Discussion Item for June 2 meeting.
D. Girls Lacrosse – Clarification for play of suspended game
1. Liz Hemstead explained the present rule states:  All post season games (Sectionals, Regionals and States) are complete when 100% of playing time has elapsed.
2. The present rule caused problems in some sections last year.

3. The NYSPHSAA girls’ lacrosse committee is recommending the following interpretation for girls’ lacrosse:  For all post season games (Sectional playoffs and beyond), if a suspended games occurs, it must be played on the next available day from the point of interruption.  Note the time on the clock and team possession of the ball.  It will be set up as a draw but give possession to the team that had possession at the time of the suspension.  Play will resume at midfield.  If there is no possession, it will be started with a draw.  If the goalie or a player had possession, then it will start at midfield with that team retaining possession and will set up in a draw alignment with the opposing center 4 meters away.  (Like an illegal draw)
4. This will be a voting item at the April/May NYSPHSAA Executive Committee meeting.

E. Fingerprinting – 
1. Schools have requested direction and assistance in this matter.

2. Superintendents have stated that they are going to require that all officials be fingerprinted in order to officiate contests at their schools.

3. The Ad Hoc committee that is finalizing the agreement has made great progress on this issue.
4. Officials’ organizations are advising their officials to get fingerprinted by the fall of 2010.  One exception could be an official that does not officiate a fall sport.  The official would need to be fingerprinted by the start of the sport season that he/she officiates.

5. Baseball officials’ organization has informed Doug that all of the baseball officials have been fingerprinted.  
F. Championship Philosophy Committee – 
1. Ryan Sherman, Supt. from Schuylerville HS is the Section 2 representative. 
2.  Doug advised that the consensus from the committee is that team sports are OK.  Individual sports – are looking at a 6-8% representation in these sports.  There may be reductions in many of the individual sports.
3. The next meeting will be in 2 weeks.  Information will then be sent to the sections and if any changes are recommended will seek approval at the State level.

4. Questions:  None

5. Please provide any input to Doug or Ryan.
G. NYSPHSAA Cheerleading Committee –



Liz Hemstead

1. Liz advised that there has been no stance for cheerleading to become a sport. 
2. The committee has recommendations to start equalizing the programs throughout the State and set some standards.

3. Liz has only received input from two leagues (Colonial & Foothills).  Both leagues are not in favor of accepting these standards.

4. Please contact Liz with any opinions or input you may have.

5. Recommended standards are:

a. All advisers/coaches would have to complete the following courses prior to coaching:
1) First Aid for Coaches

2) CPR

3) ACCA Safety Course
b. By the completion of the 3rd year, would have to complete the following:
1)  SED Philosophy & Principles Course.  This could be supplemented with NFHS Spirit Coaches Bronze Level, Theories & Techniques, Health Science.

c. Rationale:  This enables candidates to be eligible to coach other sports.
6. Next meeting is May 20th in Fishkill and there will be a cheerleading clinic on May 21st and the ACCAA Course will be offered.

7. Questions:

a. When would it go into effect?

Liz:  Hope to start by this fall.

b. Would they be sponsors or coaches?
Liz:  They could be whatever, but would need to be certified.

H. State Office Communications – 
1. There are monthly Executive Director conference calls.

2. Albany office report is forwarded to all AD’s and now league presidents will be included.

IV. Secretary’s Report





- Fred Gula

A. Lifetime Passes – List of approved passes was provided.
B. Directory Changes: 

1. Fax or mail to Fred by the end of the school year.

2. The directory is going to be revised to be more user friendly.
3. We will go to print August 1st. 

V. Treasurer’s Report





- Roger Seward

A. Copies of the 2010-2011 Budget provided.  (attached)
B. Please submit any vouchers you may have to Roger as soon as possible.
C. Highlights of Budget:

1. Awards – 6%

2. Officials – 16%

3. Facilities & Sites – 23%

4. Regionals – 21%

D. Questions:  None

E. Voting Item – June 2nd meeting

F. Scott Stuart:  Requested that we come up with a standardized format for handling the meals for regionals and states.

President Troy:  We will ask the budget & finance committee to address this issue prior to the next Athletic Council meeting.

VI. State Report


- Glenn Westfall  (March & April Office Reports attached)
A. Glenn reviewed the Summary of NYSPHSAA Meetings.  (attached)
B. Please provide any input on any of these possible action issues to Glenn or Liz as soon as possible.  
C. Next NYSPHSAA Executive Committee meeting is April 30/May 1.

VII. NYSPHSAA Report – no representative from Albany Office 





VIII. Committee Reports – 

A. Eligibility/Mergers – 
1. Eligibility:  Met this morning for one new case.

a. Please provide information to Paul prior to the start of the year.

b. Regulation has changed:  Now requires the Chief School Officer to

 provide documentation on how the “accident, illness or other circumstance beyond their control” has necessitated an additional semester for the athlete to complete the requirements for graduation.
2. Mergers:  

a. Deadlines are May 1 for fall; August 1 for winter

b. Next year may change these dates to July 1 for fall; October 1 for winter and Feb. 1 for spring

B. Officials – see above

C. Awards – 
1. At the June meeting you will be given the awards order form.

2. Please check your inventory of patches and don’t order if you have enough for next year.

D. Constitution/Mixed Competition/Sr. All Star

1. Constitution:  Still working.  Hopefully, will be updated by the fall.
2. Mixed Competition:  

a. There was one challenge.  It was alleged that a female athlete participated on a boys’ team of a sport that is played in the winter and not the girls’ team that is played in the fall, so she could participate on another fall sport’s team.

b. See By-Law #15 c  and #15 d of the NYSPHSAA handbook.
3. Sr. Allstar:  Please start paying attention to the deadlines.  Take the time and do the proper planning 
E. Modified – 
1. Mike reviewed and highlighted the modified committee issues on the summary of NYSPHSAA meetings and the Spring Modified Committee meeting minutes.  (both attached)  Please read for further information.
a. Football:  “Two wide receivers will be utilized in modified football.  Offensive formations may include the use of a two wide receiver formation.”
Since this item was developed after a three-year pilot program, it will go directly to the Executive Committee.  If passed, this ruling will result in the following editorial change.  Page 139 of NYSPHSAA handbook; Football Game Rule #2, sentence one, will be replaced with “Team offensive formations are limited to standard formations including the use of two wide receivers.” (April/May NYSPHSAA Executive Committee vote)
b. Wrestling: – “With sectional/league approval, modified wrestlers who compete in two or three bouts in a contest will wrestle using the time period for bouts of ‘Program 2’:  1st Period – 1 minute; 2nd and 3rd Periods – 1 ½ minutes.”
Since this item was developed after a two-year pilot program, it will go directly to the Executive Committee.  If passes, this ruling will result in the following editorial change.  Page 148 of NYSPHSAA handbook; Wrestling Game Condition #6.b will be replaced with the motion above.  The statement “There must be a 45 minute rest period between bouts.” Remains in Game Condition #6.b  (April/May NYSPHSAA Executive Committee vote)

c. Wrestling: – “With sectional approval, an additional ‘sudden victory’ overtime period shall be permitted in modified wrestling.  Wrestlers must start in the standing position, and the period shall not exceed 30 seconds.”  This motion will go to the Safety Committee in April, and if approved, will be directed immediately to the NYSPHSAA Executive Committee April/May meeting for vote.)  
d. Early Fall Modified Starting Dates – Three sections (5, 6 & 7) have approved earlier starting dates for modified sports.  

1) Start having this discussion at your league level.

e. Baseball/Softball Catcher Rule:  – “With sectional/league approval, when the team at bat has two outs with the catcher on base, a pinch runner may be used to allow the catcher to get his/her gear on prior to the third out.  The pinch runner is a player who is a substitute, or in the case that all substitutes have been used, a player off the bench who is not currently in the lineup.  This rule does not change the normal substitution rules and does not overshadow the need to get all players in the lineup; it allows for cutting time off the transition between innings.”   This item need not go to the Safety Committee, as it is a modification of an existing HS rule.  It will be presented at the April/May NYSPHSAA Executive Committee meeting as an Action Item for their information, allowing time for the modified representatives to take this concept back to their constituents now for their consideration.  If approved, it will go directly to the NYSPHSAA Executive Committee in August for its inclusion in the new NYSPHSAA handbook.  If passed, this ruling will result in the following editorial change on page 145 of the NYSPHSAA handbook.  The motion above will become new Softball Game #5.
f. Scrimmages – “Due to current fiscal concerns in New York State, with sectional/league approval, up to 50% of the maximum number of games permitted for each modified level sport may be designated as scrimmages during the 2010-2011 and 2011-2012 school years. “ Example:  Basketball – 14 games permitted, 50% (7) could be scrimmages plus 7 games for a total of 14.  Also three additional scrimmages are permitted.  Scrimmages must follow all the guidelines in the NYSPHSAA Handbook.

This item will be presented at the April/May NYSPHSAA Executive Committee meeting as an Action Item for their information, allowing time for the modified representatives to take this concept back to their constituents now for their consideration.  If approved, it will go directly to the NYSPHSAA Executive Committee in August.

1) Question:  Each State Sport Committee has been asked to provide the definition of a scrimmage for their sport.  It appears that we are now going to allow some games at the modified level to be called scrimmages.

2) Clarification:  Glenn Westfall advised that if you deem it to be a scrimmage, you have to follow the scrimmage guidelines.

3) Question:  We have come up with definitions of a scrimmage.  Could we now come up with guidelines that would make it more game like at the modified level?

4) Mike Kardash advised that some of these discussions will begin once this has been voted on.

5) President Troy advised that in attending various league meetings, leagues have shared some of the things they are contemplating to reconfigure their programs.  Leagues were invited to share these ideas now and at the June 2nd Athletic Council meeting.
F. Classification – Glenn reviewed the action items.  
1. Cathy Allen inquired regarding Loudonville Christian in softball.  She stated that the softball committee was recommending that they remain a C.

2. Glenn advised that if the classification committee does not changed a classification, then it does not have to be voted on.  (It is a no action item.)

G. Transfer – none
H. Sportsmanship (Bad) – Very few ejections this winter.     (report attached)  
Eileen reminded AD’s to report any ejections.  

I. Sportsmanship (Good) –  



(report attached)
Cathy requested that AD’s go on line and complete the survey.  (#3 in report)

J. Safety/Chemical Awareness – nothing

K. Budget & Finance – Will have a clearer picture of the financial status of the Section.  Mike thanked the sport coordinators for doing such a great job of cutting expenses.
IX. Action Items – 

A. Motion by Joe Sapienza; 2nd by Beth Sciurba to classify Green Tech as Class D for boys’ basketball for the 2010-2011 sport season.
Discussion:  Are they in a league?  No

Who have they played so far?  Germantown at the JV level and they are very 



good.


What was the vote of the committee?  8-1  This will be the first year at the 



varsity level.  The classification committee decided to review again 



next year.


If this is defeated, what class will they be?  It will go back to the classification



committee for further review.


Did they request to be a D?  Yes.


What is their enrollment?  160

Vote:  Motion defeated  (7-17-3)
Remanded back to the classification committee.

B. Motion by Todd Jones; 2nd by Dave Foust to classify Green Tech as Class D for wrestling for the 2010-2011 sport season.
Discussion:  none
Vote:  Motion defeated (11-13-3)

Remanded back to the classification committee.

C. Motion by Charlie Karker; 2nd by Derrick Conte to classify Saratoga Catholic as Class D  for cross country for the 2010 season.                         
Discussion:  none
Vote:  Motion Passed (27-0)

D. Motion by Beth Sciurba; 2nd by Rich McCabe to classify The Albany Academies as Division III for boys’ and girls’ indoor track for the 2010-2011 sport season.
Discussion:  none
Vote:  Motion Passed (27-0)

E. Motion by Mary Ann Fritz; 2nd by Beth Sciurba to reclassify Notre Dame/Bishop Gibbons as Class B for girls’ basketball for the 2010-2011 sport season.

Discussion:  none

Vote:  Motion passed (27-0)

F. Motion by Scott Steltz; 2nd by Burgess Ovitt to reclassify Catholic Central as Class A for baseball for the 2011 sport season.

Discussion:  none

Vote:  Motion passed (27-0)

X. Sport Committee Reports – 

A. Winter Sports:
1. Girls Indoor Track – Bob Wallen  (attached)

2. Boys Indoor Track – Doug Hadley (attached)

3. Ice Hockey – Scott Stuart (attached)
a. Division I Champion – Saratoga beat Shaker/Colonie in Sectional Championship; beat Ithaca is regionals; beat Proctor in State Semi-Final and lost to West Genesee in States Finals
1) Cody Nizolek (Saratoga) was named to the NYSPHSAA 1st Team All State.

b. Division II Champion – Queensbury beat Bethlehem in the Sectional Championship; beat Rye in regionals; beat St. Lawrence in State Semi-Final  and lost to New Hartford in State Final
1) Anthony Soprano and Kevin Valenti (Queensbury) were named 1st Team Division II All State
2) Lucas Hay (Queensbury) was named 2nd Team Division II All State

c. There will be cut off numbers next year.  Teams @ 1100 and above will be Division I; teams 1099 and below will be Division II.  Presently we have 7 Division I teams and 6 Division II teams.  Next year there will be 10 Division I teams and 2 Division II teams.

4. Girls’ Basketball – Eileen Troy (attached)  

a. Thanked everyone for their cooperation when making changes this past season.  

B. Spring Sports:
1. Softball – Cathy Allen (attached

C. Fall Sports:
1. Girls’ Volleyball – Peggy Seese (attached) 

XI. NYSAAA/COA/NYSHPERD – Scott Stuart/Bob McGuire/Tom Kostrzebski

A. Scott advised that the AAA Conference was March 17th to March 20th in Saratoga.

B. Next year will probably go back to the old format.  

C. Scott thanked Joe Sapienza for hosting the hospitality room.

D. Scott congratulated Charlie Karker as Section 2 Director of the year.

E. Joint meeting of AAA/COA on Friday, April 16th at Shenendehowa from 8-11. Will discuss PE issues, coaching certification, officials’ contracts, budgets, etc.
F. See Wayne Bertrand or Scott if you have any questions.
XII. League Concerns – All leagues were polled.  There were no concerns.
XIII. Old Business – none
XIV. New Business – none
XV. Adjournment – 

Motion by Dave Foust; 2nd by Dale Wotherspoon to adjourn.

Discussion: none
Vote:  Motion Passed – Adjourned at 11:45 am
               Next Athletic Council Meeting



Next Executive Committee Meeting


  Wednesday, June 2, 2010



          Thursday, May 6, 2010

                                 10:00 a.m.             




           9:00 a.m.

                   Glen Sanders Mansion                                                                        Gideon Putnam
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