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NEW YORK STATE PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOL

ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION, INC.

MODIFIED COMMITTEE

Minutes of Spring 2010 Meeting

The meeting was called to order at 9:15 AM on Thursday, March 25, 2010 by State Coordinator James Rose at the NYSPHSAA office in Latham, New York.

I. Attendance
State Coordinators


James Rose



Present


Judy Salerno



Present via phone conferencing

Ex-Officio:   Assistant Director,   NYSPHSAA

Todd Nelson



Present


Section Representatives


1
Rich Silverstein

Present



Micki Bedlington

Present


2
Michael Kardash

Present



James Schlegel

Absent

3
Brad Dates


Absent


Elaine Hage


Present


4
Carl Koenig


Absent


Sue Franco


Present


5
Tom DeYoung

Present



Ann Hosmer


Present


6
Adam Stoltman

Present


Katie McGowan

Absent with notification


Kenneth Stoldt (Proxy)
Present

7
Matt Winslow


Present

Victoria McMillan

Present


8
Jonathan Bloom

Absent


Denise Romanello

Present


9
Brian Devincenzi

Present


Helenanne Gillinder

Present


10
Gary Tischler


Absent




Lori Brewer


Present


11
Dan Robinson


Present


Georgia McCarthy

Absent with notification
Boys’ Sports Coordinators

Baseball:


Steve Nolan


Present
Basketball:


Robert Hummel

Present

Cross-Country:

Patrick Patterson

Present 

Football:


Steve Nolan


Present
Ice Hockey:


Dean Berardo


Present

Lacrosse:


Gordie Pollard


Present

Soccer:



Matt Wood


Present
Swimming:


Tom DeYoung

Present

Tennis:



Pat Levy


Present
Track & Field:


Teresa Lee


Present
Volleyball:


Mira Martincich

Present

Wrestling:


John Richard


Present
Girls’ Sports Coordinators

Basketball:


Jim Miller


Present
Cross-Country:

Patrick Patterson

Present


Field Hockey:


Barbara Felice


Absent

Gymnastics:


OPEN
Lacrosse:


OPEN
Soccer:



Matt Wood


Present
Softball:


Micki Bedlington

Present

Swimming:


Tom DeYoung

Present

Tennis:



Pat Levy


Present
Track & Field:


Teresa
Lee


Present
Volleyball:


Mira Martincich

Present

A welcome was extended to proxy Section VI representative Kenneth Stoldt, filling in for Katie McGowan, who is expecting a baby shortly (Congratulations and best wishes, Katie!)  Committee co-chairperson Judy Salerno and State Education consultant 

Trisha Kocialski joined this committee meeting via telephone conferencing.
II.
Acceptance of Minutes of the October 2, 2009 Fall Modified Committee Meeting, Latham, New York

Motion  (Devincenzi, Kardash) to approve the minutes unanimous.

III.
Executive Director’s Report

Todd Nelson and Jim Rose reviewed the following modified athletics items:

All of the following items from the fall meeting that went to the Executive Committee and Safety Committee were approved.  Resultant editorial changes to the NYSPHSAA handbook are noted:
· Baseball/Softball Re-Entry Rule
“In the spirit of modified athletics, in the sports of baseball/softball, the 
re-entry rule may be waived only if an injured player must be replaced and all eligible substitutes have been used.”  APPROVED
This ruling will result in the following editorial changes (Reference: NYSPHSAA handbook, pages 137 and 145): the addition of a new modified Baseball Game Rule #5, and an addition to existing modified softball Game Rule # 3.

Sectional representatives were asked to be sure that this rule change is communicated to their constituents and in effect for this Spring 2010 season.
· New Softball Pilot Program 
“With sectional/league approval, a two year pilot program in modified softball may be implemented, that shall allow innings 1-6 to be completed at five runs or three outs.  The 7th inning shall be played as a normal inning, with three outs and no run restrictions for that inning.”  APPROVED

Modified softball coordinator Micki Bedlington will develop a survey for this new approved softball pilot program. It will be posted soon.  Sections 2, 3, 5, 7, 8, and 11 intend to participate in this new pilot program to date; Sections 1, 4, 6, 9 and 10 do not.  

Please note that this is a second softball pilot program and survey, distinct from the  “mercy rule” baseball/softball pilot program currently under evaluation.  The “mercy rule” survey is already on the website.
· Badminton/Tennis Match Limitations/Day

“For the purpose of ensuring that every eligible badminton/tennis player has the opportunity to play in a match, each player may play one additional singles or doubles match per day.  The individual limitations/day for badminton and tennis (Reference: NYSPHSAA handbook, pages 134-6) shall be increased to two matches per day, provided that every individual eligible player play once before any player plays twice.”  APPROVED
This ruling will result in the following editorial changes (Reference: NYSPHSAA handbook, pages 134-136 and page 146).  The Modified Sports Standards Chart for badminton and tennis “Individual Limitations Per Day” will be changed to “2 matches” with the notation See details in Game Rules Section.  The item above will be the edited Modified Badminton Game Rule #3 (page 136) and the edited Modified Tennis Game Rule #4 (page 146).
Sectional representatives were asked to be sure that this rule change is communicated to their constituents and in effect for this Spring 2010 season.
· Appointment of New Modified Softball Sport Coordinator

Micki Bedlington of Section I was appointed as the new modified softball sport coordinator.

Trish Kocialski from the State Education Department joined the meeting at this point via teleconferencing.  Budget concerns across the state have resulted in the consolidation and cutting of many modified athletic programs, and central administrators have been contacting her to ask whether school districts must have a modified athletic program. Available alternatives are now being examined.   Trish noted that the definitions and guidelines for interschool, intramural, extramural and invitational school activities are included in the NYSPHSAA handbook (Reference: pages 37-85).  Intramurals and extramural activities are designed for all students with no exclusions, no choosing of teams, and no championships.  Students learn skills in Physical Education and participate in intramurals, which is less instructional.  Athletics requires certified coaches; intramurals do not.  Extramurals may involve the participation of students from two or more school districts, conducted as playdays or sports days at the end of the intramural season. An invitational activity is when one school invites others to participate in a “one time only” sport event, without formal schedules or a championship.  Interscholastic athletes are not allowed to compete against club or extramural teams; there is a definite delineation here.  Trish also warned that the outlook for Physical Education is tenuous now.  Elementary classroom teachers may teach PE under the direction of a physical educator/director, and integrated lesson plans for PE with academic subject matter are being developed.  Continued advocacy and proactive communications are necessary to preserve and protect modified athletic programs, as well as high quality Physical Education.  For questions, contact Trish Kocialski, NYSED at:  pkocials@mail.nysed.gov
IV. Correspondence

Correspondence received from the modified sports coordinators, requests for agenda additions, and pilot program data are reflected within these minutes. 
V. Discussion Items

      A. 
Status Report of Pilot Program Utilization and Survey Collection
Todd Nelson noted that the online collection of the pilot program data is a “work in progress.” There is a need to step up communications in every section to encourage modified coaches to submit the required survey data; responses have been minimal.  The following suggestions were offered by Committee members: (1) the sectional Executive Directors should include this item in Athletic Council meeting agendas and in their written and e-mailed information to their schools; (2) modified sports coordinators should reach out to the HS sports coordinators to explain the process (Reference: NYSPHSAA handbook, pages 11-21), encourage the inclusion of the modified surveys on individual sports meeting agendas, and improve HS-modified communications; (3) school directors should list the survey submission as an end-of-season responsibility of modified coaches, and follow school procedures (such as withholding paychecks) for unfinished coaching responsibilities; (4) website links are now available for individual athletic directors and modified sport coordinators to view data submission and follow up with those schools/coaches who have not submitted their surveys. The Committee wants the input of the NYS coaches, and needs sufficient data to make educated decisions regarding the continuance of pilot program recommendations. 

The online surveys have the potential to be an easier and effective way to gather information. We will continue the process for two years for each pilot program, and encourage and appreciate the assistance of the sections and coordinators to improve the process. The status of the existing five pilot programs was discussed individually:
Football after Year 3
Modified football sport coordinator Steve Nolan reported that the feedback of the football pilot program allowing the use of two wide receivers rather than one has been very favorably received over the past three seasons. All of the sections utilized this pilot program.  Steve recommended and the Committee agreed to move this rule change directly to the Executive Committee; action is reflected later in these minutes.
Baseball/Softball “Mercy Rule” after Year 1
Sports coordinators Steve Nolan and Micki Bedlington will examine the survey data received after the Spring 2009 season and will continue the pilot program this school year into its second year of use.  They will make a recommendation next fall to determine if the “mercy rule”, allowing a game to end after the fifth inning when a team at the short end of the 15 run rule has completed its fifth at-bat, should become a modified game rule.  The pilot program is currently being utilized by Sections 1, 3, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11.  Sections 2, 4, and 6 are not participating.  Continued survey completion should be encouraged after the spring 2010 season.

Wrestling Bout Time after Year 2 
Modified wrestling sport coordinator John Richard reported that the feedback of the wrestling pilot program, allowing modified wrestlers who compete in two or three bouts in a contest to wrestle using the time periods of “Program 2”: 

1st Period-1 minute, 2nd and 3rd periods-1 and ½ minutes, has been favorably received over the past two seasons.  All of the sections utilized this pilot program.

John recommended and the Committee agreed to move this rule change directly to the Executive Committee; action is reflected later in these minutes. 
Boys’ Hurdle Height after Year 1
The survey data regarding the height increase from 30” to 33” for the 55m boys’ hurdle is mixed after the first year of its pilot in Spring 2009. The pilot program is currently being used in Sections 4, 5, 6, 9, 10 and 11; Sections 1, 2, 3,7, and 8 are not participating. The pilot program will continue into its second year of study. Track and Field sport coordinator Teresa Lee will examine the data after this spring and will make a recommendation in the fall to determine if the 33” hurdle height for boys should become a modified game rule. Continued survey completion should be encouraged after the Spring 2010 season.
Volleyball Libero Player Year 1
The survey data regarding the optional use of the libero player for modified boys and girls is mixed after the first year of its pilot this school year.  Modified volleyball is played across all three/four seasons in the state, and survey data is not yet complete for this school year. The pilot program is currently being used in Sections 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10 and 11; Sections 4 and 8 are not participating.  The pilot program will continue into its second year of study  in 2010-2011.  Modified Volleyball sport coordinator Mira Martincich will make a recommendation in spring 2011 to determine its continuity.  Continued survey completion should be encouraged for the rest of this school year and into the next.
    B. 
Wrestling Overtime Period
John Richard recommended the following wrestling overtime period, which had the approval of most of the sections after discussion at the sectional level. The motion was edited to require sectional approval, rather than league option.
“With sectional approval, an additional ‘sudden victory’ overtime period shall be permitted in modified wrestling.  Wrestlers must start in the standing position, and the period shall not exceed 30 seconds.”  The item was deferred to “New Business” and action is reflected later in these minutes.
    C. 
Requests for Early Fall Starting Dates

Section VI’s request for an August 23 starting date for its football programs escalated into a larger discussion, including other sections’ requests for August starting dates for modified football, swimming and cross-country.  Todd Nelson warned that if sections are deviating from the NYSPHSAA statement regarding the start of the fall season (Reference: handbook, page 123) “September 1st  is the earliest possible date for the fall sports program. Later dates may be set…The established fall starting date may not be changed without approval of both the NYSPHSAA Modified Committee and the NYSPHSAA Executive Committee” for specific sports or all sports, they must declare their intent on an annual basis; there is no “grandfathering” of prior approvals.  Judy Salerno cautioned that it would be inappropriate for modified sectional representatives to declare earlier starting dates unless their Executive Directors and HS voting representatives were well-informed of and approved their intent to do so, or the request might be denied at the Executive Committee level.   Modified cross-country sport coordinator Patrick Patterson noted that cross-sectional meets are not uncommon in cross-country and it may be unfair for athletes to compete against others who have had more practice time.  The requests were deferred to “New Business” and action is reflected later in these minutes.
VI. Action Items

None at this meeting.

VIII.
Sectional Reports: Oral Summaries of Written Reports

Sectional reports were distributed from Sections 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 11.  Additional discussion is noted as follows:

Section 1.  Rich Silverstein noted that 20% of Section I schools will be making budgetary adjustments in their modified program.  Rich needed clarification in boys’ lacrosse overtime and time-outs; modified boys’ lacrosse sport coordinator Gordie Pollard clarified that there is no overtime carryover of regulation time, and one time-out is permitted per period.  Rich asked if there has been any discussion regarding the regulation of modified cheerleading; Todd responded that a State committee has been established to review cheerleading and its recommendations will pertain to all levels.

Section 2.  Michael Kardash reported that modified programs are being eliminated and/or A-B programs being combined in his section as budgetary cuts.  Freshmen are being moved down to modified A programs and some freshman modified  programs are being eliminated totally.  The section is looking for lifelines.
Section 3.  Elaine Hage reported that modified A-B programs are being combined and some  modified programs are dismantling in her section.  There is a concern that if modified programs are cut, Selection/Classification requests may escalate.  We should examine compromises rather than face eliminations of modified programs.

Section 4.  Sue Franco reported that budget uncertainties are impacting their modified program: suggestions that have been made to save costs include using coaches or other volunteers to serve as officials, having scrimmages rather than official games, cutting the number of modified games, restricting travel distances, and combining two teams into one.  Communication and advocacy for the importance of the modified athletic program as an integral part of the entire MS educational program must continue. 
Section 5.  Ann Hosmer noted similar fiscal challenges in her section; several leagues have suggested ways to save money without hurting the modified programs.  Section 5 would like to propose a catcher rule for baseball/softball that will allow a pinch runner to substitute for the catcher at two outs when the catcher is on base, allowing for faster transitions between innings.  The item was referred to “New Business.”
Section 6.  Adam Stoltman noted that his section is discussing budgets, but no cuts have been proposed for the modified level yet.  There was no other new business.

Section 7. Vickie McMillan noted that Section 7 is trying to keep modified programs alive with budget cuts looming across the section.  Some schools that do not cut students at the modified level may start to limit teams instead of eliminating programs.
 Section 8.  Denise Romanello noted that Section 8 is delaying their final modified meeting until after the district budget votes so that realistic scheduling can take place; budgetary cutbacks and the loss of some modified teams/programs compromised early schedules last year.  Denise asked why two nights rest is required for basketball, field hockey, lacrosse and volleyball; there was no action to change these requirements.  It was clarified for her that 4 games cannot be scheduled in a week (Reference: NYSPHSAA handbook, page 129, “Time Interval…There shall not be more than 3 contests played per calendar week.”)
Section 9.  Brian Devincenzi noted similar budget concerns in his section.  There was no other new business.

Section 10.  Lori Brewer noted that her section would like to increase the number of girls’ lacrosse games played per day to two contests.  There was no action.

Section 11.  Dan Robinson reported that Section XI has started more geographic scheduling as a cost-savings method.
IX.
Sports Coordinators’ Reports

At this meeting, the following sports were scheduled for review: basketball, ice hockey, swimming, tennis, volleyball and wrestling.  We continue to be in need of sports coordinators for modified gymnastics and girls’ lacrosse. Discussion was as follows:

Boys’ and Girls’ Basketball.  No new business.

Ice Hockey.  Dean Berardo reported that the Ithaca School District has made a request to Section I to have some games placed on their schedule to increase competition; they are willing to travel.  There is continued concern over the elimination of some ice hockey programs due to budget issues. Dean would like to explore use of the Multi-School Contest rule and possibly increase the number of periods or games in a match to promote the modified ice hockey program. He acknowledged that increased playing time in a multi-school design would require discussion and research, but might help to share the cost of  ice time rental, travel and officials.  There was no proposal at this time, but creative thinking might make the modified ice hockey program more attractive and cost effective.
Swimming.  Sport coordinator Tom DeYoung noted that hard budget times have resulted in the receipt of more requests for combined HS/modified swim meets.  This format is permissible, provided that high school and modified swimmers are not in the pool at the same time.  The “Order of Events for Combined Modified/Varsity Swimming Meets” is noted on page 146 of the NYSPHSAA handbook. 
Tennis.  Modified sport coordinator Pat Levy submitted a new tennis survey for the Committee’s approval that will give us a look at the demographics and needs of modified tennis across the state.  The Committee agreed to post this survey on the NYSPHSAA website; Pat requested the assistance of the modified sectional representatives to obtain a good return.  Pat encouraged the sections’ schools to consider contacting the USTA regarding grants, equipment and resources that could benefit the growth of modified tennis across the state.  The Junior Tennis Foundation can assist in initiating or expanding tennis activities and instructional programs, and in establishing leagues for special populations.  Contact Sandy Hoffman at the USTA at 914-980-8216 or by e-mail:  hoffman@eastern.usta.com
Volleyball.  In addition to the volleyball libero player pilot program status noted earlier in these minutes, sport coordinator Mira Martincich noted that communications with the HS volleyball coordinators have been made to encourage better pilot program survey return this year and into next year.  To date, the 2010 volleyball rule changes and proposals that the HS coordinators have been discussing do not impact on the modified programs. 

Wrestling.  Modified wrestling sport coordinator John Richard has evaluated the wrestling pilot program regarding bout times and suggested a sudden victory overtime period.  Actions are included earlier and later in these minutes.
IX
New Business

A
Football Pilot Program Recommendation


Motion (Nolan, Devincenzi):

“Two wide receivers will be utilized in modified football.  Offensive formations may include the use of a two wide receiver formation.”
Approved 16-0.   Since this item was developed after a three-year pilot program, it will go directly to the Executive Committee.  If passed, this ruling will result in the following editorial change (Reference: NYSPHSAA handbook, page 139 and Modified Football booklet): Football Game Rule #2, sentence one, will be replaced with “Team offensive formations are limited to standard formations including the use of two wide receivers.” 
B.
Wrestling Pilot Program Recommendation


Motion (Richard, Devincenzi):

“With sectional/league approval, modified wrestlers who compete in two or three bouts in a contest will wrestle using the time period for bouts of ‘Program 2’:  1st Period – 1 minute



2nd and 3rd Periods – 1 and ½ minutes.”
Approved 16-0.   Since this item was developed after a two-year pilot program, it will go directly to the Executive Committee.  If passed, this ruling will result in the following editorial change (Reference: NYSPHSAA handbook, page 148) Wrestling Game Condition 6.b) will be replaced with the motion above. The statement “There must be a 45 minute rest period between bouts.” remains in Game Condition 6. b)
C. 
Wrestling Overtime Period



Motion (Richard, Stoltman)
“With sectional approval, an additional ‘sudden victory’ overtime period shall be permitted in modified wrestling.  Wrestlers must start in the standing position, and the period shall not exceed 30 seconds.”

Approved 13-3.  This motion will go to the Safety Committee in April, and if approved, will be directed immediately to the Executive Committee in May.  


 D. 
Requests for Early Fall Starting Dates



Motion (Stoltman, Devincenzi)
“The following sections have declared earlier fall 2010 modified starting dates:   Section 5 – August 27 for football




Section 6 – August 23 for football




Section 7 – August 25 for all sports.”



Approved 16-0.  This item will go directly to the Executive Committee.
  E. 
Baseball/Softball Catcher Rule



Motion (Hosmer, Hage)

“With sectional/league approval, when the team at bat has two outs with the catcher on base, a pinch runner may be used to allow the catcher to get his/her gear on prior to the third out.  The pinch runner is a player who is a substitute, or in the case that all substitutes have been used, a player off the bench who is not currently in the lineup.  This rule does not change the normal substitution rules and does not overshadow the need to get all players in the lineup; it allows for cutting time off the transition between innings.”
Approved 16-0.  This item need not go to the Safety Committee, as it is a modification of an existing HS rule.  It will be presented at the Executive Committee as an “Action Item” for their information, allowing time for the modified representatives to take this concept back to their constituents now for their consideration.  If approved, it will go directly to the Executive Committee in August for its inclusion in the new NYSPHSAA handbook.  If passed, this ruling will result in the following editorial change (Reference: NYSPHSAA handbook, page 145): the motion above will become new Softball Game #5.
  F. 
Budget Options and Considerations

Todd Nelson encouraged Committee members to consider options for athletic administrators and school administrators in response to the current fiscal crisis facing NYS schools.  Proactive ways to preserve modified programs are necessary.

The Committee voiced its strong desire and commitment to preserve and encourage the integrity of the modified athletic program as an integral part of students’ educational growth.  We are very concerned about current  trends towards  reducing or eliminating modified athletics.  We would like to be sure that districts are aware of the existing modified level structural changes that have already been made over the past few years that are cost-cutting designs.  These options should be examined first:
· 2 or more contests per day are permitted in some modified sports
· Multi-school matches are permitted in many modified sports
· Doubleheaders may be played in baseball and softball

· Sections/schools may increase the number of scrimmages that they utilize to 3

· Sections may reduce a specific percentage of the NYSPHSAA maximum number of contests permitted in a season
· Sections have been examining geographic proximity in scheduling games, and avoiding longer distance cross-sectional competition
· Sections have been realigning schedules to combine teams on one bus to a site (i.e. sending multiple teams of the same sport, sending two sports to the same site, having boys’ teams travelling with girls’ teams) 
After discussion, the following cost-cutting option was also developed for use during the next two school years:


Motion (Rose, Martincich)

“Due to current fiscal concerns in New York State, with sectional/league approval, up to 50% of the maximum number of games permitted for each modified level sport may be designated as scrimmages during the

 2010-2011 and 2011-2012 school years.”

Approved 16-0.   This item will be presented at the next Executive Committee meeting as an “Action Item” for their information, allowing time for the modified representatives to take this concept back to their constituents now for their consideration.  If approved, it will go directly to the Executive Committee in August.
G.
Need for Modified Sports Coordinators
We are in need of modified sport coordinators for   girls’ gymnastics and girls’ lacrosse, The assistance of sectional representatives and current sports coordinators was requested in soliciting new Committee members to fill these important roles.

XI. Committee Meeting- 2010-2011 School Year
Committee meetings for the 2010-2011 school year were established:
Fall Meeting - Friday, October 15, 2010 
9:30 AM.  
Spring Meeting – Friday, April 1, 2011
9:30 AM

Please note the new 9:30 AM starting time to encourage more people to drive up that morning and save hotel costs!

The meeting will take place at the NYSPHSAA office in Latham, NY. 
Motion to adjourn (Romanello, Rose) approved at 1:15 PM.

The Action/Discussion Items Summary is included on the following pages.

Respectfully submitted,

Mira Martincich

Mira Martincich, Secretary

Action/Discussion Items Summary
         (Minutes reference pages are noted beside each item)

· Items that will go to the State Executive Committee:

A
Football Pilot Program Recommendation  (pages 5, 9)


Motion  

“Two wide receivers will be utilized in modified football.  Offensive formations may include the use of a two wide receiver formation.”

This item was developed after a three-year pilot program. If passed, this ruling will result in the following editorial change (Reference: NYSPHSAA handbook, page 139 and Modified Football booklet): Football Game Rule #2, sentence one, will be replaced with “Team offensive formations are limited to standard formations including the use of two wide receivers.” 
B.
Wrestling Pilot Program Recommendation  (pages 5, 9)


Motion 

“With sectional/league approval, modified wrestlers who compete in two or three bouts in a contest will wrestle using the time period for bouts of ‘Program 2’:  1st Period – 1 minute



2nd and 3rd Periods – 1 and ½ minutes.”
This item was developed after a two-year pilot program. If passed, this ruling will result in the following editorial change (Reference: NYSPHSAA handbook, page 148) Wrestling Game Condition 6.b) will be replaced with the motion above. The statement “There must be a 45 minute rest period between bouts.” remains in Game Condition 6. b)
C. 
Wrestling Overtime Period (pages 6, 10)


Motion:
“With sectional approval, an additional ‘sudden victory’ overtime period shall be permitted in modified wrestling.  Wrestlers must start in the standing position, and the period shall not exceed 30 seconds.”

This motion will go to the Safety Committee in April, and if approved, will be directed immediately to the Executive Committee in May.  


 D. 
Requests for Early Fall Modified Starting Dates (pages 6, 10)


Motion 

“The following sections have declared earlier fall 2010 modified starting dates:   Section 5 – August 27 for football




Section 6 – August 23 for football




Section 7 – August 25 for all sports.”

  E. 
Baseball/Softball Catcher Rule (pages 7, 10)


Motion  
“With sectional/league approval, when the team at bat has two outs with the catcher on base, a pinch runner may be used to allow the catcher to get his/her gear on prior to the third out.  The pinch runner is a player who is a substitute, or in the case that all substitutes have been used, a player off the bench who is not currently in the lineup.  This rule does not change the normal substitution rules and does not overshadow the need to get all players in the lineup; it allows for cutting time off the transition between innings.”
This item need not go to the Safety Committee, as it is a modification of an existing HS rule.  It will be presented at the Executive Committee as an “Action Item” for their information, allowing time for the modified representatives to take this concept back to their constituents now for their consideration.  If approved, it will go directly to the Executive Committee in August for its inclusion in the new NYSPHSAA handbook.  If passed, this ruling will result in the following editorial change (Reference: NYSPHSAA handbook, page 145): the motion above will become new Softball Game #5.

  F. 
Budget Options and Considerations  (pages 10-11)
The Committee voiced its strong desire and commitment to preserve and encourage the integrity of the modified athletic program as an integral part of students’ educational growth.  We are very concerned about current  trends towards  reducing or eliminating modified athletics.  We would like to be sure that districts are aware of the existing modified level structural changes that have already been made over the past few years that are cost-cutting designs:

· 2 or more contests per day are permitted in some modified sports

· Multi-school matches are permitted in many modified sports

· Doubleheaders may be played in baseball and softball

· Sections/schools may increase the number of scrimmages that they utilize to 3 

· Sections may reduce a specific percentage of the NYSPHSAA maximum number of contests permitted in a season

· Sections have been examining geographic proximity in scheduling games, and avoiding longer distance cross-sectional competition

· Sections have been realigning schedules to combine teams on one bus to a site (i.e. multiple teams of same sport, two sports to same site, boys’ team with girls’ team) 

After discussion, the following cost-cutting option was also developed for use during the next two school years:



Motion 


“Due to current fiscal concerns in New York State, with sectional/league approval, up to 50% of the maximum number of games permitted for each modified level sport may be designated as scrimmages during the
2010-2011 and 2011-2012 school years.”

This item will be presented at the next Executive Committee meeting as an “Action Item” for their information, allowing time for the modified representatives to take this concept back to their constituents now for their consideration.  If approved, it will go directly to the Executive Committee in August.

II.  
Item that will go to the State Safety Committee:

Wrestling Overtime Period (pages 6, 10)
Motion:
“With sectional approval, an additional ‘sudden victory’ overtime period 
shall be permitted in modified wrestling.  Wrestlers must start in the 
standing position, and the period shall not exceed 30 seconds.”
If approved, this item will be directed immediately to the Executive Committee.

III.  
Items which will occur before the Fall 2010 Modified Committee meeting: 


o    Promotion of survey and examination/reporting of data for Year 2 of  


    “mercy rule” experiment in softball and baseball by Steve Nolan and 


      Micki Bedlington (page 5) 
· Promotion of survey and examination/reporting of data for Year 2 of modified track and field pilot program regarding boys’ hurdle height by Teresa Lee (pages 5-6)
· Promotion of survey and examination/reporting of data for Year 1 of modified volleyball libero player pilot program by Mira Martincich (pages 6, 9)

· Development of survey and examination/reporting of data for Year 1 of new modified softball pilot program regarding innings to be played at 3 outs or 5 runs by Micki Bedlington (page 3)
· NYSPHSAA posting of  tennis survey, promotion of survey and examination/reporting of data by Pat Levy (pages 8-9)

· Encouragement of completion of all modified pilot program surveys by all sectional Executive Directors, modified sport coordinators, and modified and HS representatives (pages 4-5)

· Efforts to secure modified sport coordinators for boys’ and girls’ gymnastics and girls’ lacrosse (page 11)

· Appropriate report preparation from fall and spring sports coordinators. The following sports are scheduled for review: 

field hockey, football, gymnastics, lacrosse, soccer, softball, and track and field

IV.   
Discussion Items for Next Meeting

Status of Pilot Programs Data Collection in Each Section (pages 4-6, 8-9)
V. Action Items for Next Meeting

None at this time






March 2010
To:

Sectional Representatives

From:

Mira Martincich

Re:

Synopsis of Spring 2010 Meeting



NYSPHSAA Committee for Modified Athletics

The following synopsis may be helpful to you.

I’ve summarized the Spring 2010 meeting to a few pages, in hopes that it will be useful to you when you report to your constituents in your section.  This synopsis is unfortunately not a quick xerox job. Since every school is using a different combination of pilot programs, you will need to edit the Pilot Program section of this synopsis pretty carefully, choosing all/some/or none of the sport-specific pilots.  

At your next local meetings, please be sure to clarify whether or not your section will be participating in the pilot programs for  baseball and softball (Mercy Rule), track and field (Hurdle Height), volleyball (libero player) and the new softball pilot (Allowing innings 1-6 to be played as 5 runs or 3 outs, and the 7th inning normal.)  It is not too late to notify each appropriate state modified sport coordinator of your intent to participate, but you must be prepared to encourage your schools/coaches to complete the online surveys.  It is also very important that you notify your sectional Executive Director and sectional HS representatives to the Central Committee of your modified pilot programs participation, and to step up their support of survey return with better section-wide reminders and communications.  
The surveys for the pilot programs are available on the NYSPHSAA website. Access to the surveys is   http://www.nysphsaa.org/surveys. 

Have a great rest of school year and a healthy, happy summer!  See you in the fall!










April 2010

To:

Modified Athletics Representatives



Section     Athletic Council

From:



Re:

Spring 2010 Meeting Report



NYSPHSAA Committee for Modified Athletics

The spring meeting of the State Committee for Modified Athletics took place on 

March 25, 2010 in Latham, New York.  A synopsis of the meeting is as follows:

Items that will go to the State Executive Committee in May 2010

A
Football Pilot Program Recommendation  

“Two wide receivers will be utilized in modified football.  Offensive formations may include the use of a two wide receiver formation.”

This item was developed after a three-year pilot program. 

B.
Wrestling Pilot Program Recommendation  

“With sectional/league approval, modified wrestlers who compete in two or three bouts in a contest will wrestle using the time period for bouts of ‘Program 2’:  1st Period – 1 minute



2nd and 3rd Periods – 1 and ½ minutes.”
This item was developed after a two-year pilot program.

C. 
Wrestling Overtime Period 
“With sectional approval, an additional ‘sudden victory’ overtime period shall be permitted in modified wrestling.  Wrestlers must start in the standing position, and the period shall not exceed 30 seconds.”

This motion will go to the Safety Committee in April, and if approved, will be directed immediately to the Executive Committee in May.  


 D. 
Requests for Early Fall Modified Starting Dates 
Some sections have declared earlier fall 2010 modified starting dates:   Section 5 – August 27 for football, Section 6 – August 23 for football


Section 7 – August 25 for all sports.


  E. 
Baseball/Softball Catcher Rule 
“With sectional/league approval, when the team at bat has two outs with the catcher on base, a pinch runner may be used to allow the catcher to get his/her gear on prior to the third out.  The pinch runner is a player who is a substitute, or in the case that all substitutes have been used, a player off the bench who is not currently in the lineup.  This rule does not change the normal substitution rules and does not overshadow the need to get all players in the lineup; it allows for cutting time off the transition between innings.”
This item is a modification of an existing HS rule.  It will be presented at the Executive Committee for their information now, allowing time for us to let the sections know about it before it goes to vote at the Executive Committee in August.

  F. 
Budget Options and Considerations  
The Committee voiced its strong desire and commitment to preserve and encourage the integrity of the modified athletic program as an integral part of students’ educational growth.  We are very concerned about current  trends towards  reducing or eliminating modified athletics.  We would like to be sure that districts are aware of the existing modified level structural changes that have already been made over the past few years that are cost- cutting designs.  These options should be considered first:

· 2 or more contests per day are permitted in some modified sports

· Multi-school matches are permitted in many modified sports

· Doubleheaders may be played in baseball and softball

· Sections/schools may increase the number of scrimmages that they utilize to 3

· Sections may reduce a specific percentage of the NYSPHSAA maximum number of contests permitted in a season

· Sections have been examining geographic proximity in scheduling games, and avoiding longer distance cross-sectional competition

· Sections have been realigning schedules to combine teams on one bus to a site (i.e. multiple teams of same sport, two sports to same site, boys’ team with girls’ team) 

After discussion, the following cost-cutting option was also developed for use during the next two school years: 

“Due to current fiscal concerns in New York State, with sectional/league approval, up to 50% of the maximum number of games permitted for each modified level sport may be designated as scrimmages during the

 2010-2011 and 2011-2012 school years.”

This item will be presented at the next Executive Committee meeting for their information, allowing time for us to tell you about it at this time. If approved, it will go directly to the Executive Committee in August.
Item that will go to the State Safety Committee:

Wrestling Overtime Period 
“With sectional approval, an additional ‘sudden victory’ overtime period shall be permitted in modified wrestling.  Wrestlers must start in the standing position, and the period shall not exceed 30 seconds.”

If approved, this item will be directed immediately to the Executive Committee.

Items which will occur before the Fall 2010 Modified Committee meeting:

· Promotion of survey and examination/reporting of data for Year 2 of  “mercy rule” experiment in softball and baseball 

· Promotion of survey and examination/reporting of data for Year 2 of modified track and field pilot program regarding boys’ hurdle height 

· Promotion of survey and examination/reporting of data for Year 1 of modified volleyball libero player pilot program  

· Development of survey and examination/reporting of data for Year 1 of new modified softball pilot program regarding innings to be played at 3 outs or 5 runs 

· NYSPHSAA posting of  tennis survey, promotion of survey and examination/reporting of data 

· Encouragement of completion of all modified pilot program surveys by all sectional Executive Directors, modified sport coordinators, and modified and HS representatives

Discussion Item

Status of Pilot Programs Data Collection in Our Section



There was a great deal of discussion regarding the status of the pilot 


programs in some modified sports.  Surveys are available online on the 


NYSPHSAA website at http://nysphsaa.org/surveys .  They are easy and 


quick to fill out, and require no mailings.  But we need you to encourage 


every one of your modified coaches who is coaching a sport that is part of 


a pilot program to fill them out annually!  Make this survey completion a 


part of your end-of-season checklist.  Follow up and kindly harass the 


coaches who do not comply with this responsibility; they make us look 


bad.  We have the listing of those schools and coaches who have and have 


not completed this responsibility, and we can share these lists with you.  


Please help us secure a good sectional return so that this important data 


can effect change and improvements in the modified sports.
Our section had the OPTION, and still does, of participating in these pilot programs.  Our section presently has decided to participate in the (baseball/softball mercy rule, volleyball libero player, boys’ track hurdle height and/or softball innings) pilot programs.  We decided NOT to participate in the (baseball/softball mercy rule, volleyball libero player, boys’ track hurdle height and/or softball innings) pilot programs..  We now need your cooperation and survey input for each of the following pilot programs we chose to participate in:

· “Mercy Rule” Experiment in Softball and Baseball 

“With sectional/league approval, a ‘mercy rule’ experiment in modified baseball and softball will be permitted, allowing a game to end after the fifth inning when a team at the short end of the 15 run rule has completed their fifth at-bat.” 
This pilot began last spring and will continue through Spring 2010.  

· Volleyball Libero Player


“Modified volleyball Game Rule #6 (NYSPHSAA handbook, page 148) 



shall be changed to read: “With sectional/league approval, the libero 


player may be used at the modified level.”


This pilot program is for the 2009-2010 and 2010-2011 school years.

· Track Hurdle Height

“With sectional/league approval, a two year pilot program in modified 
track and field may be implemented that would increase the height of the 
hurdle in the 55m modified boys’ event from 30 inches to 33 inches.”


This pilot began last spring and will continue through Spring 2010.

· Softball Innings 
“With sectional/league approval, a two year pilot program in modified softball may be implemented that shall allow innings 1-6 to be completed in five runs or three outs.  The 7th inning shall be played as a normal inning, with three outs and no run restrictions for that inning.”
This new pilot begins this spring and will continue through Spring 2011. 

Its survey is being developed and will be on the NYSPHSAA website by the end of this spring season.

Action Items for Next Meeting

None at this time.

Information Items
1. The Baseball/Softball Re-Entry Rule was passed by the Executive Committee 
and is in effect as of this spring:


“In the spirit of modified athletics, in the sports of baseball/softball, the re-entry 
rule may be waived only if an injured player must be replaced and all eligible 
substitutes have been used.”

2. The Badminton/Tennis Match Limitations/Day proposal was passed by the 
Executive Committee and is in effect:


“For the purpose of ensuring that every eligible badminton/tennis player has 
the opportunity to play in a match, each player may play one additional singles 
or doubles match per day.  The individual limitations per day for badminton 
and tennis shall be increased to two matches per day, provided that every 
individual player play once before any player plays twice.”

3. The new State modified tennis sport coordinator is Pat Levy from Section I.  
She has posted a tennis survey on the NYSPHSAA website to gather 
demographic information regarding this sport across NYS.  Please help us by 
going to the NYSPHSAA website:  http://www.nysphsaa.org/surveys and filling 
out the requested information about your modified tennis programs.  Pat Levy is 
available to assist you in initiating or promoting your tennis program with the 
assistance of the USTA.  Grants are available to obtain equipment, supplies and 
promotional items for your Physical Education students and your athletes.  
Contact Pat at 914-764-3031 (home), 914-588-0818 (cell) or at pat@slought.org 
for help.  The best direct USTA contact recommended by Pat is Sandy Hoffman 
at 914-980-8216 or at hoffman@usta.com  .
Modified Committee Meetings – 2010-2011 School Year

Fall Meeting  

Friday, October 15, 2010
9:30 AM 
Spring Meeting 
Friday, April 1, 2011 

9:30 AM 

The meetings will take place at the NYSPHSAA office in Latham, New York.
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