ATHLETIC COUNCIL MEETING

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2008

10:00 A. M.

GLEN SANDERS MANSION

ATTENDANCE:

League Representatives:


Adirondack:
Jack Sherwin, Cathy Stanilka, Rich McCabe


Big Ten:

Rich Scully, Mary Ann Fritz


CHVL:

Derrick Conte, Art Schmich


Colonial:
Joe Sapienza, Dale Wotherspoon, Tom Kostrzebski


Foothills:
Adam Barnhart, Michael DeMagistris, Nick Fitzgerald


Patroon:

Scott Turrin, Jeanine Millar, Scott Steltz


Suburban:
Wayne Bertrand, John DeMeo, Bob McGuire


Wasaren:
Beth Sciurba, Mike Macura, Rick Roden


Western:
Charlie Karker, Todd Jones, Jamie Rockhill

MINUTES

PRESIDENT’S REPORT – Eileen Troy, 1st Vice President

The meeting was started with the pledge of allegiance.

Introduction of League Representatives and Executive Committee.

· Pledge of allegiance.

· Introduction of League Representatives and Executive Committee.

· Eileen thanked all the sport coordinators and many volunteers for their hard work and commitment to high school sports.

· Boys Soccer – Yellow Card Proposal - 

Jim Gillis

· Discussion.

· Voting Item – April 1, 2009

· Boys Soccer – Class A Seeding Proposal - 

Jim Gillis

· Jim presented the proposal.  

· League representatives to take back to their respective leagues.

· Discussion Item – April 1, 2009

· Voting Item – June 3, 2009

· Nominations – 2nd Vice President -


Wayne Bertrand 

· Wayne advised that he has received three (3) applications, properly completed and signed.

· Tom Kostrzebski, Athletic Director – Cohoes (Colonial Council)

· Ryan Sherman, Superintendent – Argyle (Adirondack)

· Jamie Rockhill, Athletic Council – Schoharie (Western Athletic)

· Eileen opened the floor for nominations – None

· April 1, 2009 - Candidates will have the opportunity to speak.

· June 3, 2009 – Voting Item

· League representatives should discuss with their respective leagues.

· Executive Committee Appointments – 

· Boys Tennis Coordinator:    Stanley France - Schoharie

· Boys Indoor Track Coordinator:     Douglas Hadley - Columbia

· They will complete the remainder of the 2-year terms which expire June 2009.

· Fiscal Concerns Committee – 

· Eileen presented an overview of the timeline to the Athletic Council.

· Dec. 3 – Athletic Council advised of the committee and input solicited.

· Dec. 8 and Jan 20 – Fiscal Committee conference call meetings

· Jan. 5 – Conference call between all Executive Directors and NYSPHSAA Office

· Section 2 Executive Director, Doug Kenyon, forwarded reports and the list of recommendations to all Section 2 sport coordinators and athletic directors soliciting input.

· Executive Committee received numerous e-mails.

· Jan. 27 – Emergency Executive Committee meeting to discuss the 13 recommendations and the feedback received from the membership. The Executive Committee prepared a statement and a directed vote for our representatives to the NYSPHSAA Executive Committee based upon input from schools.

· Liz read the Section 2 statement that was presented at the NYSPHSAA Executive Committee meeting.  (attached)

· Liz reviewed each item and advised the action taken by NYSPHSAA.  (attached)

· Eileen stated that Liz and Glenn did a great job of representing Section 2 and the concerns of our school districts.

· Eileen indicated that we would take as much time as necessary this morning for a full discussion of all the 13 recommendations.  Everyone would be given the opportunity to ask as many questions as needed with no time constraints.  All voices and concerns will be heard on this issue.

· The floor was opened for discussion:

· There was much discussion involving #5 – reduction of the maximum number of games.

· What was the vote at the NYSPHSAA meeting?  12 – yes; 9 – no  (Basically decided by a margin of one section.

· Many members felt that this should be made by individual school districts, if that is how they choose to cut their respective budgets.

· Why were the modified numbers not included in this?  

· Will the reduction of varsity games save lower level programs?

· Nina shared the results of an excel spreadsheet she prepared.  The savings across the State would be over $3,000,000 in officials’ fees alone.  This would result in approximately $3247.44 per school district.  

· There was a motion from the floor:  

Motion by Joe Sapienza; 2nd by Scott Steltz – Pursuant to the Commissioners Regulations on Guidelines for Sports Standards (page 49 of the NYSPHSAA handbook):  We, the Section 2 Athletic Council, recommend the maximum number of contests for Section 2 Interscholastic Sports, during the 2009-2010 regular season and subsequent years, be established at the maximum listed in the 2008-2009 NYSPHSAA Handbook.

· Discussion:

· Wayne Bertrand – Cost savings for Guilderland (transportation, officials, custodial, etc) would be approximately $20,000.

· Art Cotugno – Of a $70,000,000 budget this would save Ballston Spa $13,000.  

· Gary VanDerzee – This came about because superintendents down state don’t have the guts to cut the games themselves and want NYSPHSAA to do this for them.

· Art Cotugno – It really doesn’t matter as jobs and programs will be cut anyway.

· Brian Bishop – The problem is that we would like to have had the chance to have this discussion prior to the vote.  The school districts should be allowed to make the decision to cut games or not.

· Jamie Rockhill – Tournaments will be the 2 games cut and so booster clubs will lose money.

· Bob McGuire – Has NYSPHSAA looked at pay to play?

Nina Van Erk – It is my hope that we don’t allow this to happen.  This is a problem that we do not want to start in New York.

· Chris Culnan – The varsity games were reduced.  Leave the varsity alone and cut games from the lower levels.

· Ron Racey – In football, you can petition to play a 10th game, if your team is not in sectionals.  Other sports cannot do that.

· Eileen called the discussion period to an end.  She advised that there was plenty of time to take this back to the leagues and come prepared to vote at the April 1st meeting.  This would be prior to the NYSPHSAA the first week in May.

· Motion by Jamie Rockhill to table – take back to the leagues to vote on at the April 1st meeting. – No 2nd.

· Eileen called a recess for league representatives to caucus.  

· Reconvened at 11:37 am

· Joe Sapienza asked for a review of the process.

· Eileen:  If this motion passes, a ballot will be sent to all chief school officers to return to Doug by a date well in advance of April 1st.  The results will be given at the April 1st meeting.  If the vote is favorable, we, Section 2, will ask to have this put on the NYSPHSAA agenda for May.

· Paul Jenkins clarified that if the motion today passes, this is only to send a ballot to the chief school officers.  

· Dale Wotherspoon – This has a huge impact on our scheduling.

· Glenn Westfall – Remember this is also subject to review by NYSPHSAA.

· Eileen called the vote:

· 18 – Yes; 6 – No

· The Athletic Council was advised that the ballots would be sent out on Wednesday, February 11, 2009.  This would give the Athletic Directors an opportunity to discuss with their respective Superintendents prior to receiving the ballot.  

· The ballots must be postmarked no later than Monday, March 16, 2009. 

· A majority vote of the chief schools officers is required for approval.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT -
Doug Kenyon

· Football Crossover Games - 

· Providing the reduction of contests takes place, the 9th game becomes an optional game and must be petitioned.

· Gary VanDerzee advised this will be added to the Letter of Intent.

· Track & Field Officials – 

· Doug gave a brief overview of how it came to be that Section 2 pays for all the officials plus FAT for sectionals and the state qualifier.

· This had a huge financial impact on the Section.  The Section can save approximately $12,000 if we return to the previous policy.

· Discussion – None

· League representatives to take back to their respective leagues.

· Voting Item – April 1, 2009

· Indoor Track – 

· Doug advised that he has also reviewed indoor track.  The Section can reduce a considerable amount here as well, including the use of FAT.

· Finances – 

· Doug advised that all sports are being reviewed.  Individual sports are the most expensive.  He solicited any suggestions.

· Section 2 Concussion Management Team – 



Charlie Karker
· Report attached 
· Section 2 money is not used for this.  Expenses covered by a grant.
· Boys Basketball Classification NYPSHSAA Appeal – The Albany Academies 

· NYSPHSAA denied The Albany Academies appeal.  The Albany Academies will remain a AA.  

· Boys Volleyball - FYI 

· Possible boys volleyball championship in the fall.  We have three (3) leagues.  (Patroon – winter; Suburban – fall; and CHVL – winter).  Changes would have to be made.

· Sportsmanship – 

· It is recommended that a sportsmanship statement be read prior to all contests.  If you need a copy of one, contact Doug.  He will e-mail it to you.

· Pass Gates - 

· Each school that is competing in a contest may submit a list of 7 names, plus the already 21 (maximum number of participants and related personnel) and 6 (Supt +1, Principal +1 and Athletic Director +1) they already get.

· Passes will be checked.

· Passes had become very liberal over the years and this is a way to generate more money.

· The list should come from the Athletic Director, not the coaches.  The sport coordinator should return any list received from a coach.

· Section Expenses – 

· Eileen advised we are also looking at other ways to cut expenses, including other facilities to hold our Athletic Council and Executive Committee meetings.

· Executive Committee meetings possibly will be at the BOCES in Saratoga.

· Any suggestions were solicited.

SECRETARY’S REPORT  - Fred Gula

· Lifetime Passes – 

· These are issued only once a year.  

· Please submit any applications to Fred no later than Friday, February 27, 2009.

TREASURER’S REPORT – Roger Seward 

STATE REPORT – Liz Hemstead (January NYSPHSAA meeting minutes will be on website)

· Liz reviewed the synopsis of the action items of the January meeting.  (attached)

NYSPHSAA  - Nina Van Erk (January Office Report attached)

· Student Leadership Conference – Please submit any nominations.  Open to students going into junior or senior years.

· Spirit of Sport Awards – Please contact Nina and she will get the application to you.  The deadline is the middle of next week.

· LRG – To assist high schools in raising revenue.  They license the logo of your high school.  They put it on products and sell in large box stores such as Walmart, etc.  The school receives a percentage.  Schools can still have contracts with their local stores.

SPORT COMMITTEE REPORTS – 

· Boys Volleyball – Chuck Peters

· Site Change:  Class B finals at Chatham on February 26th
COMMITTEE REPORTS – 

· Eligibility/Mergers



- Paul Jenkins

· Fax # - Correct number is 477-4833.

· Awards





- Fred Gula

· Officials





- Michael McCarthy

· Constitution/Mixed Competition/Senior All Star
- Doug Kenyon

· Senior All Star – Deadline for winter sports was Feb. 1st.  

· Modified




- Mike Kardash

· All selective classification forms go to Mike Kardash now.  FAX – 373-6196 or mail to Stillwater High School, 332 N. Hudson Avenue, Stillwater, N.Y. 12170

· Pilot – height of boys 55 meter hurdles (30” to 33”) – we do not recommend this

· Girls’ Basketball – The proposed variation to rules will not be going to NYSPHSAA.

· Transfer





- Mike Apostol

· Next meeting will be some time around March 13th.

· Classification

 


-Glenn Westfall

· Classification Committee will be meeting February 11th.  

· Any private school with new programs should contact the sport coordinator and Glenn.  These programs must be classified by the Classification Committee prior to the sport season.

· Safety/Chemical Awareness 


- Dan Hytko/Charlie Karker

· Charlie advised that the 1st Aid update will be in June.  No date has been set yet.

· Sportsmanship




- Eileen Troy

· All disqualification reports are to be sent to Eileen @ Greenwich High School or faxed to 692-8503.

ACTION ITEMS  -

NYSAAA/COA/NYSAHPERD – Scott Stuart/Mike Satterlee/Tom Kostrzebski/Bob McGuire

· NYSAAA – 

· Scott Stuart – Annual conference is March 18-21st in Saratoga.  Wayne Bertrand is the State President.

· Tom Kostrzebski 

· Awards are all set at the local level.

· Will recognize the award recipients at the April 1st Athletic Council meeting.

OLD BUSINESS – 

NEW BUSINESS –  
ADJOURNMENT – 12:45 p.m.

· Motion by Joe Sapienza to adjourn.

· 2nd by:  Cathy Stanilka.

· Discussion:

· Vote:  Passed unanimously
Next Athletic Council Meeting                            Next Executive Committee Meeting
                        Wednesday, April 1, 2009                                           Thursday, March 5, 2009

                                 10:00 a.m.                                                                    10:00 a.m.

                             Glen Sanders Mansion                                                    Gideon Putnam

Note:

Any school/league looking to investigate regional/geographic scheduling for modified sports, please contact Mike Macura at Granville High School – 642-1051 x 2185 or mmacura@granvillecsd.org
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