State Report

Nina Van Erk’s Report:

1) Nina presented a report to the Senate regarding the pros and cons of the 

Abbreviated school week and its’ effect on interscholastic athletics.  A copy of the report is available through the Association office.

2) Approved - to start a pilot program that will work with a

licensing resource group to provide school districts with possible new revenue resources based on trademarks and licensing of products at local retail stores. These products t-shirts, sweatshirts would become official licensing products generating royalties from the manufacturer to the schools and associations.

Bob Stulmaker’s Report:

1) Noted the following State Championship changes:

a) 2008-09 Riflery Championships to Sat. Feb 28th at Nassau

County Public Rifle Range, Section 8.

b) 2009 Boys Lacrosse East Semi Final to Thursday June 11 @

Middletown HS, Section 9.

2) Winter Scholar/Athlete deadline is Friday March 6th

3) Student Leadership Conference will be held July 16-19 2009 in 

Indianapolis, IN.  All expenses are covered for the student /athlete by a grant from T mobile.

Todd Nelson’s Report:

1) Approved the BED’s numbers as submitted by the school districts.

2) Request for change in the cut-off numbers for 5 class sports for the school year 2009-2010.  Action on this was delayed until the 2010-2011 school year.  The proposed numbers were:  AA – 925 and above; A – 525 to 924; B – 300 to 524; C – 183 to 299; D – 182 and below.

3) Coaching Clinics:

a) Baseball – Hall of Fame, Cooperstown – 2/27/09

b) Field Hockey - Field of Dreams, Utica  - 3/6/09

c) Track & Field & XC- Holiday Inn, Syracuse  - 3/27 & 28/09

d) Volleyball - Union College, Schenectady  - 4/24/09

e) Soccer  - Hall of Fame, Oneonta  - 5/29/09

f) Cheerleading  - TBD  Syracuse Area  - Tentatively May 15th
Joe Altieri’s Report:

1) Approved - to adopt, retroactive, an internet Broadcasting agreement 

       for use at the NYSPHSAA State Championships.

2) Additionally finalized agreements were made with 4 new corporate

sponsors, which should net the association a considerable sum of money.

Championship Advisory Committee:

1) Received approval for:

a) Super regional Doubleheader in Softball: In classes B & C in 

Sections 1-8-9-11 the winners of the 1 @ 9 and 8 @ 11 will play each other at Sect 8 with that winner advancing to the State Semi Finals.

b) For Boys Basketball- Approval of 3 person crews for the

Regional and State Championship Tournaments at no additional cost.

Other Items:

1)     Defeated - For Boys and Girls tennis:  The following proposal.

An athlete will not be allowed to participate unless there is a Board of Ed approved coach/school designee from that school in attendance acting in a supervisory capacity of the participating athlete.

2) Defeated – An increase in the student athlete roster size and support

personnel for softball (different game than baseball needing fewer pitchers)

3) Approved – A reduction of the roster size in Boys LAX from 35 to 30 

and increase the Girls LAX roster size increase from 25 TO 30 effective  in 2009.

4) Approved - A reduction of girls tennis medals from 6 to 4 and

increased the number of boys medals from 2 to 4.   Effective - Boys for spring 2009 and Girls in the fall of 2009.

5) Approved - The Safety committee to collect and analyze data on Girls

LAX helmets provided by certified athletic trainers from schools playing girls lax statewide and the national federation survey on head and neck injuries.

6) Defeated – Eliminating the Friends & Neighbor status at the high 

school level.

Sport Committee Recommendations:

1) Approved – The use of range finders in boys and girls golf for practice

rounds only.

2) Approved – The Current NYSPHSAA Baseball Tied and Suspended

Game Rule (For NYSPHSAA Championship Play) has been in effect for several years; however, not in the handbook.  It was approved and will be put in the handbook.  This is for regionals, semi finals and finals.

3) Approved - Boys volleyball received approval to adopt the NCAA

Volleyball rules with the same modifications used in girls’ volleyball beginning in the fall of 2009.

Modified Sports Request:

1) Approved – A Mercy Rule in Modified baseball and softball with

Section/league approval.   (A game may be ended if a team is ahead

By 15 runs and the team behind has completed its fifth inning at bat.) This allows a game to end after a team at the short end of the 15 run rule has their complete their fifth at bat.)

2) Discussion Items for the next State Modified Meeting –

a) Evaluation of the football experiment

b) Modified promotional rule

c) Extra player in modified softball

d) Molded cleats

